
 Building of Te Whare Hononga Underway 
At Taranaki Cathedral 

 

Work is underway on the second phase of Taranaki Cathedral’s redevelopment project — and 
within a year an architecturally striking whare will proudly stand beside New Zealand’s oldest 
stone church in the heart of New Plymouth.  
 
“Te Whare Hononga – The House That Binds – will be a strong visual symbol of the journey we 
are on with mana whenua Ngāti Te Whiti. Anyone will be able to come here to learn the stories 
connected to Pūkākā, the land on which the Cathedral sits, and reflect on how our past directly 
shapes our present and future” says Cathedral Co-Dean Jay Ruka. 
 
Te Whare Hononga’s architecture will be a gesture to raranaga, the weaving of a kete (basket) 
that holds precious taonga (treasure). The building’s parallelogram shape leans to the west, a mihi 
to the Ngāti Hāua rangatira buried just outside, and to Paritutu who stands beyond. Juxtaposed 
alongside the site’s existing architecture the whare will make an unmissable statement about 

September 2021 



inclusiveness. Inside, the stories of Ngāti Te Whiti and St Mary’s will challenge, guide and inspire 
visitors towards a reconciled future.  
 
Prior to work beginning, representatives from Ngāti Te Whiti, Taranaki Cathedral and Te 
Kotahitanga o Te Atiawa gathered to bless the ground and the project.  
 
The late Sir Paul Reeves was often referred to as He Manu Hononga, a bird that brings people 
together. The work of justice and reconciliation that he gave himself to, in New Zealand and 
across the globe, is at the heart of this project so it was only fitting that his daughter, Sarah 
Reeves, turned the first sod of soil alongside Ngāti Te Whiti chairperson Julie Healey 
 
Damon Ritai (Ngāti Te Whiti) led a mihimihi /whakatau, followed with karakia by Te Poihi Campbell 
(Te Kotahitanga o Te Atiawa), Jay Ruka (Te Atiawa) and Philip Richardson (Taranaki Cathedral 
Archbishop).  
 
A day earlier the Minister for Economic Development, Stuart Nash,  accompanied by the MP for 
New Plymouth Glen Bennett, visited the site to check in. Mr Nash, who counts Sir Paul Reeves 
among his mentors, said it was exciting to see the partnership between Taranaki Cathedral and 
Ngāti Te Whiti flourishing and he was looking forward to seeing the whare taking shape. The 
Provincial Growth Fund has 
contributed to the project. 
 
As well as the building of Te 
Whare Hononga, Phase Two will 
also see the 120 year old 
Vicarage renovated with its 
heritage character preserved. 
Downstairs will become a 
purpose-built hospitality area 
where public-facing activities like 
the Cathedral’s Community Café 
and Pūkeko Stomp can continue 
to run. Upstairs will become Te 
Manu Hononga, the Paul Reeves 
Education Centre — a modern 
learning space, shaping leaders 
who can envision and enact a 
reconciled future for Aotearoa, 
New Zealand, comfortable in the 
knowledge and ramifications of 
Te Tiriti O Waitangi.  
 
Phase Three, which will include 
the earthquake strengthening 
and reopening of Taranaki 
Cathedral Church of St Mary’s, 
will begin after Phase Two is 
completed in  September 2022. 


